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Show notes for Episode 10 of Fjorn’s Hall 

- “Welcome to Fjorn’s Hall, where wanderers who love medieval literature and 
lore gather to hear old tales and discuss them anew. I’m Fjorn, the Master of this 
Hall, and I’ll be host of this gathering.” 

- “Today’s discussion is fueled by The Burnt-Njal from my tea shop on Etsy, The 
Northern Herbalist.” 

- Talk about how long it has been and what’s new about the podcast (no script) 
- After a poll held on Twitter, we’ll be reading Beowulf 
- Talk about the edition being used 
- Starting with intro today, but (as decided through another poll—very 

democratic), we’ll be doing it bit-by-bit 
- Today’s section: pages 11-18 (offer a short summary of the topic) 

- Note that it’ll be a good introduction to saga-reading in general 

- Only one manuscript that accidentally survived (fire) (11) 
- Picture and link to digital manuscript on blog 

- Small collection: Judith, St. Christopher, and fantastic geographies (11) 
- Defies genre, but common theme: “monsters and marvels in faraway places 

and long-distant ages” (11) 
- Two scribes working around the year 1000 in southern England (not getting into 

the infamous debate) (11) 
- Not even popular until romantic nationalism in 18th C. (11) 

- Problematic reasons: competition of its origins and nationalist claims (12) 
— which leads us straight into the first real section: b/w myth and history 

- Not covering the brief summary (12-13) 
- Bare outline gives sense of archetypal symmetry and simplicity (13) 

- Plenty of parallels with other stories and folklore from northern European 
societies, i.e. Grettir and, of course, Hrolf Kraki (our next saga by default) 

- Narrative patterns: read quote from pg. 14 
- Roots are clearly imbedded in the soil of common storytelling—but we’ve got a 

whole tree to look at—Beowulf, as we have it, is not just a folktale (14) 
- Realistic historical setting, characters, and concerns, especially political, such 

as…read small quote from pg. 15 here (14-15) 
- We could explore these historical aspects more, but I think it misses the 

point—we’d be going down a rabbit hole that’s not very productive. 
- This is where our very important lesson comes into play, something that ought to 

be remembered for every work we read henceforth: ambivalence. (15) 

1



Show: Fjorn’s Hall Host: Fjorn / Steven T. Dunn

- Doesn’t hold up to modern expectations—and shouldn’t be expected to (15) 
- “poetically re-creating the past” — great way to look at it (sagas) (15) 

- Talk about how this serves to reflect the present (of the author’s time) 
- Read quote on pg. 16 and discuss it 

- In other words, the author used the past as a lens to reconsider the 
present—a way to reflect their day in a reimagined past age. 

- There have been two ways of reading Beowulf (in scholarship), which Liuzza 
illustrates with Klaeber and Tolkien: (16) 

- 1) political ‘asides’ more important than fictional ‘nonsense’ of monsters 
- 2) that misses the point—too busy mining for facts—read as literature 

- I suspect that we’ll be having a special episode at some point regarding 
Tolkien’s monumental essay “The Monsters and the Critics.” 

- Liuzza offers the current approach (a mixture of both views): the monsters 
themselves are a reflection of real social and cultural anxieties present in the 
author’s own time (17) 

- “The monsters outside the hall are projections of the evils within the hall…”  
- We may explore this point further in an episode about Bruce Moore’s 

article “The Relevance of the Finnsburh Episode.” 
- This is important—it is how we should all read and discuss medieval lit. 

- When reading medieval lit. about the past, always try to remember that 
you’re reading this story through the lens of a later author from a later 
time whose concerns lie chiefly with the present, rather than a factual 
(and rather stale) recording of the past. 

- As promised, that’s all we’ll cover for today—it’s a lot to take in, and important 
- Next time we’ll cover pages 18 through 27 

- “If you have any questions or concerns about this episode or future gatherings, 
please send an email to fjorntheskald@gmail.com, or send your angry ravens to 
the hall on Twitter, Instagram, Tumblr, or Facebook—simply search Fjorn’s Hall 
to find it. I’ll try to address those concerns in our next gathering.” 

- “If you’d like to support this podcast and the skald behind it, consider visiting 
my tea shop on Etsy called The Northern Herbalist. There I provide a dragon’s 
horde of natural, hand-crafted, Norse-inspired teas that will tastefully 
complement the material that we discuss here in Fjorn’s Hall.” 

- “But until next time, keep wandering.”
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